
Ben Coates 

Ben Coates was born in Sparrow’s Point, Maryland. Coates served in the U.S. Air Force for four 

years, much of it in South East Asia, and his military service brought him to Topeka, Kansas. He 

earned a bachelor of arts in sociology from Washburn University in 1969. He received a master 

of arts in sociology from The University of Kansas in 1972 and engaged in graduate work in 

public administration from the University of Southern California from 1982-85.  

Coates is a respected criminologist and sociologist who taught sociology and criminal justice at 

Washburn University for more than 40 years. Coates began his career at Washburn as an 

adjunct instructor in sociology from 1970-74. He was one of the founding members of the 

Department of Criminal Justice at Washburn, and was an assistant professor from 1974-80 in 

the sociology and criminal justice departments. In 1983, Coates returned as an adjunct 

instructor and continued to teach until 2015. 

Beyond Washburn, Coates is known for his pioneering research in prison reform, which led to 

more effective, fair and humane sets of policies and practices in the system of incarceration and 

parole.  He conducted two national studies of violence in prisons and the effectiveness of 

parole for the US Department of Justice.  Appointed by Kansas Governor Robert Bennett, 

Coates served as a member of the Kansas Adult Authority Parole Board from 1975-78. Perhaps 

his most important work was the development of the criminal sentencing guidelines still used 

today. He served as director of Children and Family Services for Catholic Community Services 

from 2000-04. During a long career at SRS, Coates served as deputy commissioner of Economic 

and Employment Services from 1997-99, chief of staff for Youth Services from 1993-97, 

executive director for Kansas Sentencing Commission from 1989-93 and director of the Juvenile 

Offender Program from 1982-86.  

Coates was honored with the Distinguished Service Award for Contributions to the Field from 

the Washburn Department of Sociology and Anthropology in 2015. Coates received the 

Presidential Award from the Kansas Correctional Association in 1994 and the Distinguished 

Service Award from Kansas Association of Court Service Officers in 1991. 

 

 


